
John Elvidge QC
Barrister 

Overview
“Experienced in a range of heavyweight cases.” - Legal 500 2016 
“He is, for many, the first-choice silk on the North Eastern Circuit” 
- Legal 500 2015

John Elvidge QC prosecutes and defends serious criminal cases.

He also undertakes regulatory and licensing work.

Homicide 

Acts of revenge

• R v Rought and Smith (2014, prosecuting) – media coverage 
can be found here

• R v Gaskin and others (2014, defending) – media coverage 
can be found here

By children and young people

• R v Johnson (2011, defending) – media coverage 
can be found here

• R v Garner & Keane (2013, prosecuting) – media coverage 
can be found here

• R v F & D (the “Angela Wrightson murder”) (2016, defending D) – media 
coverage can be found here

• On media reporting – media coverage can be found here

• [2016] 2 Cr App R 13

Diminished Responsibility

• R v Miller (2013, defending) – media coverage can be found here

• R v Patterson (2014, prosecuting) – media coverage can be found here

Multiple deaths

• R v Haigh (2012, defending) -media coverage can be found here

• R v Ruddy (2015, prosecuting) -media coverage can be found here

Particularly vulnerable victims

• R v Briggs (2011, defending) – media coverage can be found here

• R v Campbell (2016, defending) – media coverage can be found here

• R v Honeyman and Stevenson (2017, prosecuting) – media coverage 
can be found here
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http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/nicholas-rought-stuart-smith-sentenced-6908444
http://www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk/news/murderous-gang-believed-they-were-untouchable-1-6883455
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-tyne-15405558
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/10689906.Christmas_Evil__teenage_killers_named/
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/judgments/sentencing-remarks-of-mr-justice-globe-angela-wrightson-murder/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-tees-35977100
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leeds-24840200
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/double-killer-glen-patterson-knifed-7317828
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cornwall-17024000
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3140807/Debt-ridden-former-doorman-murdered-parents-money-staged-break-cover-tracks-given-two-life-sentences.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-wear-12770481
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/14474010.Homeless_alcoholic_jailed_for_11_years_after_being_found_guilty_of_killing_retired_teacher/
http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/family-of-murdered-scarborough-man-speak-of-his-callous-killing-1-8480107


Organised crime 

Blackmail and kidnapping

• R v Xue (2010, defending) – media coverage can be found here

• [2012] 1 Cr App R (S) 91

Drugs conspiracies

• R v Singh and others (2012, prosecuting) – media coverage can be 
found here

Fraud against financial institutions

• R v P J Wright (Operation Nacho) (2014 – 2016, prosecuting appeals 
and retrials) – media coverage can be found here

Perverting the course of justice

• R v R (2011, defending)

• R was tried at Woolwich on a conspiracy charge alleging jury tampering 
in a gangland murder trial

• Informant evidence was called pursuant to a section 73 agreement

• The case was stayed for abuse of process.

Sexual exploitation

• R v Azram and others (Operation Shelter) (2015 – 2017, prosecuting) – 
media coverage can be found here and here

Education

• King Edward VII School, Sheffield

• University of Newcastle upon Tyne

• Inns of Court School of Law

• Pupil of HH Michael Taylor at the chambers of Robin Stewart QC (2 
Harcourt Buildings, Temple & annex at 17, Blake Street, York) 

Memberships

• Gray’s Inn

• North Eastern Circuit

• Criminal Bar Association

• Bar Council (2007/10, 2013/16)

• General Management Committee of the Bar Council (2014/16)
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Appointments: 
Queen’s Counsel (2010)

Head of York Chambers (2011)

Head of Dere Street Barristers 
(2011 to date)

Master of the Bench,  
Gray’s Inn (2014)

Leader of the North Eastern 
Circuit (2014 to 2016)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bradford-west-yorkshire-11970252
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/local-news/40-years-jail-gateshead-ex-cops-1368179
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/crime/10007571/The-cash-for-crash-scam-that-put-100-a-year-on-innocent-motorists-premiums.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-40879427
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/operation-shelter-convicts-jailed-newcastle-13449183

